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How We Learn
We all use a variety of learning styles, though most of us have a preferred or dominant 

learning style. Knowing a child’s learning style will help you plan learning activities that meet 

her needs.

Learning Styles:

Visual learners learn through seeing. They tend to remember 
visual details (colours, images), rely on body language and facial 
expression to fully understand. They may think in pictures, learn 
best from visual displays and benefit most from written instructions.

Auditory learners learn through listening. They tend to learn best through 
conversations, discussions, talking things through and listening to what others have 
to say. They will listen to the tone of voice, pitch and speed for meaning. Verbal 
explanations rather than written information work well and they may not benefit 
from quiet study alone.

Tactile/Kinesthetic learners learn through, moving, 
doing & touching. They tend to learn best through a hands-on 
approach while actively exploring the physical world around them. 
They like doing and action, may find it hard to sit still for long 
periods. Also, they may become distracted by their need for 
activity and exploration.
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What Young Readers Learn when You Read to Them

What children will learn about books:

 Books are read right side up.
 They have a beginning, a middle and an end.
 Storybooks are read one page at a time from the front cover to the 

back cover.
 People read across the page from left to right and from the top to 

the bottom of the page.
 Books have stories, pictures and information inside.
 The words tell the story and the pictures help the reader to imagine 

it.
 Books have covers and pages; books are written by authors; pictures 

are drawn by illustrators and the author gives the book a name called 
a title.

 There are different kinds of books.

What children will learn about sentences:

 A sentence stands for a spoken message.
 A sentence has a beginning and an end.
 A sentence can be identified by the way it begins with a capital letter 

and ends with a period or other punctuation mark.

What children will learn about words:

 The black shapes on the pages stand for the words being read.
 A word has a space before and after it.
 Words are made up of letters.
 Words come in many sizes. For example, a word can have only one 

letter.

What children will learn about letters:

 Only certain shapes (letters) are used to make words.
 Letters are arranged in different orders to stand for different words 

we speak.
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 Each letter has two different looks that may include differences in 
both shape and size; these are called capital and small letters and 
have different uses.

What children may notice about punctuation:

 Certain shapes at the end of sentences, for example, an exclamation 
mark or a questions mark, tell you about the feeling or intent of the 
message.

 Other shapes, quotation marks, enclose and let you know when people 
are talking.

Choosing Books for Beginning Readers

1. Help children choose books that are of interest to them. They will 
find it easier to read about things that interest them. 

2. Choose books with short, easy words, large print and not too many 
words. These books are less intimidating to a beginning reader.

3. Choose books with illustrations. The pictures help children to 
understand the meaning of the words.

4. Choose books with lots of rhyming and repetition. They are easy to 
remember and help children learn to read.

5. Choose books with predictable plots. These make reading easier by 
helping children to anticipate what will happen next.

6. Choose books that children can relate to their everyday experiences. 
Children will find it easier to read about things they know.

VILLAGE READS Knowlton Academy 4



Tips for Reading Aloud

Before Reading

 Introduce the title, author and illustrator.
 Ask children to predict what the story might be about based on the 

title and the pictures.
 To begin to read, say something like, “Let’s read the story to find out 

if that is what happens”.

During Reading  :   

Have fun!

 Don’t read too quickly.
 Use a different voice for each character.
 Read with expression.
 As you read, occasionally stop and ask, “What do you think is going to 

happen next?”
 Run your finger under the words as you read.
 Encourage young children to “read” pictures.
 Let children read the parts they know.
 Take turns reading.
 Read the words together.
 Listen to children’s comments and answer their questions.

After Reading  :  

 Ask for children’s opinions of the story.
 Ask if they had favourite parts or characters.
 Ask if the story should be recommended to a friend.
 Encourage children to extend the story experience by:

- retelling the story using puppets or drawings
- telling or writing a new story about the characters
- creating a different ending
- telling the story from a different character’s point of view
- acting out the story.  
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READING = Decoding + Comprehension

What is reading?

Reading is the active process of getting meaning from print
It requires:

 Decoding symbols: WORD RECOGNITION (print skills)
 Making sense out of print: COMPREHENSION (meaning skills)

WORD RECOGNITION strategies:

 Develop a bank of sight words (flash cards)
 Use context to predict words (what makes sense?)
 Sound out words (phonics and phonemes)
 Break up words into parts (syllables, prefixes, suffixes)
 Use word patterns and word families (and…hand, sand, band)

Help your student combine comprehension with word recognition to become a 
better reader, ask questions such as:

 Does this make sense? Let’s read it again
 What word would make sense in this spot?
 Let’s skip that word and read the rest of the sentence.

COMPREHENSION strategies:

Look for true comprehension by:
 Asking for meaning
 Asking for the big picture 
 Asking for inference 
 Asking for conclusions
 Relating the story to real life 

Detailed Questions
• Detailed questions are appropriate for certain reading material like 

recipes, directions, news stories. (How much sugar is needed?)
• Detailed questions are important when a certain fact is important to 

the story. (Why did the house burn down?)
• NOT   every detail is important.

VILLAGE READS Knowlton Academy 6



General Questions:
• help your student see the “big picture”. 
• don’t always have a right or wrong answer.
• invite your student to think and discuss; it helps with thinking 

strategies such as inferring, drawing conclusions, summarizing, 
comparing, analyzing.

Suggestions for making general questions:

For any reading
 What does that mean?
 What caused this to happen?
 What were the effects of....?
 Why....?
 How....?
 What is the difference between.....and.....?
 What if.....?
 What do you think about the.....?

For fiction
 What happened so far in the story?
 What do you think will happen next?
 Which characters do you like? dislike?
 What was the best (worst, most interesting, funniest).....?
 Have you ever know anyone like this person?
 Have you ever done (felt, seen heard) anything like that?

For non-fiction
 What new information did you learn?
 How did the author organize this information?
 Do you agree or disagree? With what points? Why?
 Do you think the author was fair? honest? thorough?

If your student does not know the answer to a question:
 Ask a related question 
 Help your student look for the answer in the passage
 Discuss or explain the answer
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Tips to Encourage the Self-Esteem of Young 
Readers

1. Focus on reading for meaning.

Let young readers know that reading is about making meaning. When 
we stop making sense of what we are reading, we need to do 
something: either go back to where we lost the meaning and/or read 
ahead for understanding.

2. Overlook skipped words or wrong words if it does not interfere 
with the meaning.

Don’t correct a young reader who occasionally says “home” for “house” 
or “kids” for “children”. 

Do correct if a young reader says “deed” for “dead” or “cheese” for 
“choose”, since it changes the meaning of the sentence. You might ask, 
“Does that make sense?”

 A gentle way to correct could be to read the sentence back to the 
reader. He/she might self-correct. You might say, “Is this what you 
mean?”

3. Don’t expect perfection from young readers.

Reading is about taking risks and making guesses. It is about making 
mistakes and learning. Expecting too much too soon may discourage 
young readers from taking chances and from learning to trust their 
own thinking.

4. Speak positively about what the reader has done right.

“I liked the way you used your voice to make that scene in the old 
house spooky”.
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“I noticed you used the rest of the sentence to figure out that hard 
word. That’s a good thing to try”.

“I enjoyed the speed of your reading–not too fast, not too slow”.

5. Make reading fun.

Take turns reading. Use different voices.

6. Let the young reader take ownership of reading and learning.

Encourage young readers to select the books they want to read and 
the topics that interest them.
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READING 
STRATEGIES

 Pre-Reading
 Let’s Find Out
 Echo Reading
 Duet Reading
 Read Aloud
 Model Reading
 Experience Stories
 Cloze
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Pre-Reading
Strategy # 1

Pre-Reading Survey

Purpose: To improve comprehension.
(This strategy can be used with most students most of the 
time.)

How to:
1. With your student, look at and talk about the title, 

contents, subtitles, pictures, captions, or any other 
material that previews the text.

2. If it’s non-fiction, talk about the topic, ask questions and 
fill in missing background. Use diagrams, maps, or 
examples. Talk about what you might learn.

3. Look for some difficult words. Look them up in a 
dictionary.

4. If you are in the middle of the book, review the story so 
far.

5. If there are study questions at the end of the text, 
preview them before starting to read.
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Pre-Reading/Post-Reading
Strategy # 2

Let’s Find Out

Purpose: To improve comprehension.
To provide a comprehension strategy that students can use on their 

own.

Use with a non-fiction passage 

How to:
1. With the student, identify the topic of the material to 

be read.
2. Brainstorm: What do we already know about this topic? 

Make a list.

3. Brainstorm: What do we want to find out about this 
topic? Make a second list.

4. Ask your student to read the passage.

5. Compare the reading with your earlier brainstorming. 

• Was what you already knew confirmed? 
• Were your questions answered? 
• What more did you learn?
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Reading
Strategy # 3

Echo Reading

Purpose: To help improve a student’s fluency, phrasing and intonation.

Text: Look for material that is a bit too difficult for your student.

How to: 

1. Ask the student to re-read the same material, imitating 
your phrasing and expression.

2. Read a phrase, sentence or paragraph from a passage.

3. Take turns reading until the passage is done.

VILLAGE READS Knowlton Academy 13



Reading 
Strategy # 4

Duet Reading

Purpose: To improve a student’s reading fluency.
To build a student’s vocabulary
To build a student’s confidence

Note: This strategy is good for students who have some reading 
ability but who are reading hesitantly, word for word, or with no 
expression. It is not to develop comprehension, so don’t ask 
your student questions about the text.

Text: Look for material that is a bit too difficult for your student to 
read alone. 

How to:
1. Explain to your student that you will read together.

2. You begin reading. Set the pace a bit faster than your 
student would normally read. 

3. When your student hesitates, keep going. Your student will 
catch up at the next pause.

4. If your student stops completely or is very frustrated, 
STOP. 

5. Select another passage that is not quite as difficult.
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Reading 
Strategy # 5

Read Aloud

Purpose: To show your student how to tackle unknown words when 
reading.
To give support to your student when he/she is reading.

Text: Not too hard, but not too easy.

How to:
1. Ask your student to read aloud to you.

2. If your student has trouble with a word, wait a few 
seconds to give him/her a chance to figure it out. Then, 
depending on how hard the word is, and your student’s 
skills, confidence, fatigue level, try one of the following, 
but do not drag out the process so the flow of the 
story is lost:

• Tell your student the word
• Say the first sound or first syllable
• Help your student guess the word, by reading the 

words around it and  then coming back to the 
unknown word

• Remind the student of a rhyming word and change 
the beginning sound

   “Sounds like....”
• Help your student sound out the word

3. If the meaning has been lost, ask your student to re-read 
the sentence.
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Reading 
Strategy # 6

Model Reading 
(See also “Suggestions for Reading  Aloud”)

Purpose: To help your student become a fluent reader.

Text: Anything of interest to your student, any level.

How to: Read to your student!

Readers of all ages love having a story read to them.  As a reading 
strategy, your student will learn many things when you read to him or her, 
including:

intonation
phrasing

expression
fluency

word attack skills

These are things that all good readers have in common. Remember: Practise 
makes perfect!

Be a reading role model!
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Reading 
Strategy # 7

Experience Story

Purpose: To make reading material from a student’s own story. 
For student’s who lack confidence (to show them that they can write a 

story)
For a change of pace.

How to:
1. Discuss a topic of interest to your student,

2. Have your student retell the experience or opinion. Write 
down the student’s EXACT words–the student is the 
author.

3. Read the story back to the student, pointing to all the 
words. Ask the student if he or she wants any changes 
made.

4. Read the entire story together with your student, 
pointing to the words.

5. Read the first sentence together. Your student then 
reads this sentence alone.

6. Repeat this process with each of the remaining 
sentences, until the story is completed.

7. Ask comprehension questions based on the story (see 
“Asking Questions”). Your student reads that part of the 
story which answers each question.

8. Your student reads the entire story alone, with help as 
needed.
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Options:
• Make a book of stories

• If your student likes to draw, ask them to illustrate the 
story

• Make flash cards of words that your student has difficulty 
with

• Cut up the sentences, and ask your student to put them back 
in the right order

• Practise making word families
• Take one word and see how many smaller works you can make 

from that word
• Change the tense of the story (past, present or future)
• Practise making words plural

The possibilities are endless!

Principles of Experience Story:

IDEAS TO GET EXPERIENCE STORIES

1. Use directed questions.  Here are a few examples:

If you could have three wishes, what would they be?  Why?
What is your favourite hobby?  Describe it.
What is one of your funniest moments? 
What's the best thing/time that's happened in your life?
What's your favourite sport/sports team?
What’s your favourite animal?

2. Take a picture from a magazine, newspaper, a poster, etc., and ask 
your student to tell a story about it.
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3. For some students, you may want to use incomplete sentences as 
paragraph starters. For example: "What's your favourite hobby?" can 
be reworded as "My favourite hobby is . . . .

I like . . . . . I love . . . . .
I dislike . . . . . I want . . . . .
I admire . . . . . I trust . . . . .
I believe . . . . . I think . . . . .

4. Read a story that interests your student and, as you go along, ask him 
to summarize the story. This technique is good in helping to 
strengthen comprehension. Use newspaper articles, magazines, or a 
book chosen by your student.

5. If your student enjoys music, ask him to dictate the words from one 
of his favourite songs. Copy the words and use it as an experience 
story.
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Reading
Strategy # 8

CLOZE

Purpose: To help your student get meaning from text.

Text: Anything at your student’s reading level. 

How to:
1. Choose a passage that is at the student’s reading level

2. If you want to use a paragraph, you must leave the first 
line and the last line as it is.

3. If you want to use a story, you must leave the first 
paragraph and the last paragraph intact.

4. Don’t choose any words that are key to the meaning of 
the story

5. Leave every 10th word (or fewer) blank.

Remember: Choose material that you know your student will 
find interesting.

How the student should do a CLOZE

1. Read the CLOZE silently.

2. Re-read the CLOZE passage, writing in the words which 
seem to fit the blanks.

3. You ask your student WHY he made the choices he did.
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4. Your student should compare his text with the original 
passage.

5. Discuss with your student whether the meaning was 
changed by certain responses.

Theory:

Helpful Tips for Reading Volunteers

 Understand your student’s learning style
 Encourage your student 
 Acknowledge success
 Give mini-breaks often (Just long enough to stretch or rest 

your eyes.)
 Be patient
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 Have fun!

Offer positive reinforcement

10 Ways to Say “Good”
You’re doing great Fantastic! Keep up the good work.
Outstanding How did you do that so fast?
Beautiful You must have been practising!
That’s right. Now you’ve got it.
Nice going. You just taught me something.

10 Right Ways to Say “Wrong”
That’s close! Almost!
That’s a tricky one. Let’s try that again.
Oops! Oh, I forgot to explain this.
English has a lot of crazy This causes trouble for a lot of 

people
spellings.

10 Things NOT to Say
NO. That’s wrong.
Don’t you remember? We had this before.
This is really easy. I explained that last week.
Don’t you get it? Everybody knows this.
You’re not concentrating. You’re not trying. 

Happy volunteering, you are making a difference!
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